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Dean’s Message 
Dear Faculty, Staff, Students and Friends, 

 

I present this first newsletter since I joined NSU in 

July, 2016, to outline some of the highlights and 

happenings at the College of Engineering and    

Computing (CEC) this Fall. As CEC continues to 

evolve, I am happy to see that all of the faculty and 

staff are working together as a team to support our 

students, make our programs stronger and move 

CEC to the next level in student learning and faculty 

scholarly achievements. It is our collective wills to reach the common goal of 

providing the best experience for our students and for their continued success. 

To better serve that purpose, I scheduled Town Hall Meetings in January 2017 

and look forward to hearing your comments, concerns and recommendations. 

 

I enjoyed the time we spent together this semester such as, the welcome      

reception for general engineering students; the Ph.D. cluster meeting; and this 

year’s faculty and staff College Holiday Party, among other events. I also met 

many industry, business and community leaders and we thank you very much 

for enthusiastically expressing the willingness to support us.  

 

As the year comes to a close, we will continue to work on the strategic            

implementation plan for Vision 2020 next term. Let us continue this momentum 

for a successful 2017 year with more great news to come. On a final note, I wish 

you all a Happy Holiday and Prosperous New Year! 

 
Yong X. Tao, Ph.D., P.E., FASME 
Dean and Professor of Engineering  
College of Engineering and Computing 

December 
2016 



Open Positions at CEC 

 

CEC is searching for  

candidates for multiple  

faculty and administrator 

positions. Some positions 

can start as early as  

January 2017.  

 

 

Open Positions  

 

Program Coordinator 

 

Assistant and Associate 

Professors 

 

Department Chair of  

Engineering &  

Technology 

 

Associate Dean for  

Academic Affairs 

 

Associate Dean for  

Research and Outreach 

 

  
For more information on 

the requirements of these 

positions, please visit 

www.nsujobs.com and 

search for the College of 

Engineering and Computing. 

 

 

 CEC Welcomes New Faculty and Staff 
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Dr. Inkyong Hur 

Assistant Professor  

Department of  Information Systems and Cybersecurity 

ihur@nova.edu 

 

Full Bio 

 

 

Dr. James Smith 

Assistant Professor 

Department of  Information Systems and Cybersecurity 

js2974@nova.edu 

 

Full Bio 

 

 

Dr. Manuel Salinas 

Assistant Professor 

Department of  Engineering and Technology 

msalinas@nova.edu 

 

Full Bio 

 

 

 

Monica Paneque 

Assistant Director of Admissions,  

Marketing and Communications   

monica.paneque@nova.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

Natacha Cadeau 

Executive Assistant to the Dean 

natacha.cadeau@nova.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nsujobs.com
http://cec.nova.edu/faculty/Hur-Inkyoung.html
http://cec.nova.edu/faculty/smith-james.html
http://cec.nova.edu/faculty/salinas-manuel.html


Corporate Corner  

This fall semester, CEC welcomed 

corporate VIP’s from: 

 Greater Fort Lauderdale    

Alliance  

 ACR Electronics   

 

Thank You! 

 24by7 Security and Volico      

for supporting CEC’s              

Cybersecurity Day 

 Oticon for their recent       

donation of two OPNI MiniRite 

hearing devices for the       

Engineering and Technology 

Department 

 

Faculty Members Host          

Workshop at American Express 

                         

 

 

 

 

On September 22nd CEC Faculty 

Members; Dr. Trudy Abramson, Dr. 

Ling Wang, and Dr. Marti Snyder 

visited American Express Corporate 

Headquarters in Plantation, FL to 

speak to employees on the topic of 

“Emerging Trends in Technology”. 

This workshop was organized by the 

American Express Women in      

Technologies Committee who has 

partnered with CEC to provide   

opportunities for professional     

development and skill building to 

their employees. 

CEC Part of $4M NSF Research Grant  

Dr. Yong Tao, Dean and Professor of Engineering and Computing, was one of 
the co-investigators of a newly awarded $4M research grant from National 
Science Foundation (NSF). Entitled “Virtual Information-Fabric Infrastructure 
(VIFI) for Data-Driven Decisions from Distributed Data,”. The research project  
presents new foundational and transformative infrastructure solutions for 
data-driven discovery from distributed, fragmented data without moving 
massive data across the network or without needing to expose raw datasets 
to consumers.  Dr. Tao is co-leading the efforts to demonstrate a  
transformational approach for secure decision making from distributed  
non-shareable data in a new interdisciplinary research area of Sustainable, 
Resilient Human-Building Ecosystems (SRHBE). Building upon the success of a 
separate, on-going NSF grant, Dr. Tao leads a multi-disciplinary team of  
engineers, architects, computer scientists and social scientists from five US 
universities and 2 international universities to figure out the way to integrate 
the building design with human behaviors and define the structure of sharing 
simulation models and validation data. The research will transform the way 
buildings are designed, used and retrofitted for sustainability and resiliency.  
The VIFI project is led by University of North Carolina at Charlotte (UNCC), 
with other partners such as Caltech, JPL, LBNL, UNT, LSU, CMU and FSU.  
Other areas of investigation include health sciences, earth science and  
astronomy. 
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Dr. James Cannady, a professor of Information Assurance at CEC, secured a      
private security contract in the amount of $250,000 to begin the                           
implementation of a Federated Analysis Security Triage Tool to detect              
network intrusion. 

Professor Receives Private Security Contract 



SAP Project Dream  Faculty Working Groups Appointed  

 

October was National Cybersecurity Month. Since 2013, NSU has been     

conducting “Cybersecurity Day @ NSU,” an annual outreach program which 

was founded by CEC professor, Dr. Yair Levy. The event promotes awareness 

about some do’s and don’ts related to cybersecurity, as well as interest in 

cybersecurity careers for students. On Thursday, October 20th,  more than 

200 high school juniors and seniors from Miami-Dade County Public Schools, 

officials from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the National Security 

Agency, U.S. Department of Homeland Security and NSU’s College of        

Engineering and Computing came together for this great event. 
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Cybersecurity Day @ NSU 

CEC students were selected as one of 

four winning teams nationwide in the 

SAP Project Dream Competition. As the 

world's largest enterprise software  

company with over 300,000 customers 

worldwide, SAP has some of the most 

powerful analytics tools on the market 

today. This contest challenged the   

students to use some of these analytics 

technologies to express their perspective 

and stories about the 2016 U.S.          

Presidential Election. The team         

leveraged data analytics to demonstrate 

the importance of under-represented    

minorities in the voting process and 

highlighted key social trends amongst 

the groups such as socio-economic  

issues, racial distribution of the        

candidates, and voter turnout by age 

and education. As the grand prize, they 

were given a pass to be on the floor 

during the Democratic National        

Convention this year in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

 

    

Team Members: Amaka Amanambu, 

Nosakhare Agbogun, Elizabeth Pereira,  

Rasha Elmasry and Maria Jiron  

 

Important Dates & Events 

 Winter Semester Begins  

January 9, 2017                                  

 Dean’s Town Hall Meetings 

(Students) January 13     

(Faculty & Staff) January 18 

 University Closed              

January 16, 2017                       

See Also: Academic Calendar 

Admissions Events   

 

Faculty Working Groups have been appointed by Dean Tao with the goal of    

developing better strategies and action plans for CEC to move towards the 

achievement of the NSU Vision and 2020 goals. The topics of the working groups 

were generated from the Dean’s one-on-one discussion with faculty shortly after 

he joined NSU. At the close of the Fall 2016 semester, each group presented a 

report with benchmark analysis, findings and recommendations.   

 

Below is a list of the different groups and the initiatives they are working on. 

 

 Web Enhancement, led by Dr. Laurie Dringus, focusing on the                   

enhancement of the CEC website to make it more user friendly 

 Research Culture, led by Dr. Yair Levy – to work on research themes        

and ways to promote research activities and collaborations 

 Performance Evaluation, led by Dr. Sumitra Mukherjee, focusing on faculty 

performance evaluations as well as scholarly productivity and service 

 Adjunct Faculty Handbook, led by Dr. Maxine Cohen, to develop a more 

streamlined guidance in teaching for adjunct faculty  

 Academic Quality, led by Dr. Frank Mitropoulos, focusing on quality of 

both undergraduate and graduate curriculums  

 Student Support Working Group, led by Dr. Peixiang Liu, focusing on the 

efficiency and effectiveness of student support services from enrollment, to 

advising and retention 

http://cec.nova.edu/graduate/cal.html
http://cec.nova.edu/admissions/admissionsevents.html


“Our nation has a need for engineers, and a bachelor’s degree in general engineering is 
a pathway to a variety of careers” 

CEC announced this Fall semester that it has been approved by the Southern          

Association of  College and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award the 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering (BSE) degree in general engineering. 

“This is a tremendous step for NSU as we work to enhance our new engineering     

program,” said Yong Tao, the dean of NSU’s College of Engineering and                    

Computing. “Our nation has a need for engineers, and a bachelor’s degree in general 

engineering is a pathway to a variety of careers – from manufacturing to health care 

to banking and finance to transportation systems. This program will provide today’s 

students with the skills and knowledge needed for tomorrow’s world.” 

The General Engineering bachelor’s degree at NSU, which is the first to be offered in 

Florida, is geared towards students who want to take an interdisciplinary approach to 

learning that combines engineering classes with additional coursework in an area of 

interest. Curriculum in the program provides students with a solid foundation in   

physics, calculus, differential equations, and statistics. Students complete core        

engineering courses in topics like data analysis and engineering design before studying 

a specialization (either Biomedical Engineering or Industrial and Systems Engineering). 

NSU’s BSE program is distinctive because it incorporates hands-on project applications 

beginning in the first year and continuing throughout the program.  
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CEC First in Florida to Offer Bachelor’s  
Degree in General Engineering 

 

 On October 19th, a lunch reception was held by Dean Tao and  

department faculty members to honor CEC’s Founding class of 

Engineering Students.  



Alumni 

Laura L. Downey, Ph.D. – Chief of Applied Architecture at the 

U.S. Transportation Security Administration; internationally-

published as a technology industry researcher; and now 

CEC’s 2016 Distinguished Alumni Achievement              

Award winner! 

 

Faculty 

Laurie P. Dringus, Ph.D.—Professor, NSU College of Engi-

neering and Computing was recognized as CEC’s 2016      

Professor of the Year! 

 

Students 

Kim Withers and Lina Lo are Ph.D. in Information Systems students who have      
recently been accepted to the highly competitive Doctoral Consortium in the Hawaii 
International Conference on System Sciences Doctoral Fellows program which will 
take place in January 2017. The HICSS is ranked the #2 Information Systems            
conference in the world.  Both students will represent the College of Engineering and 
Computing and have the chance to work with some of the most highly regarded and 
published scholars in the field. Kim’s research focuses on predicting deviant behavior 
on social networking sites using the "dark triad" of personality traits. Lina’s research 
focuses on knowledge flow dynamics. 

 

                  

Congratulations! About CEC 

Providing educational programs 

of distinction, CEC prepares   

students for leadership roles in 

the computer and information 

sciences field.   

With internationally recognized 

faculty, innovative curricula, and 

flexible online and campus-

based formats for its five     

Bachelor of Science, four Master 

of Science, three Ph.D. and two 

certificate programs – CEC’s 

graduates are sought after 

around the world.  

Designated a National Center of 

Academic Excellence in           

Information Assurance           

Education, our information   

assurance curriculum is          

recognized by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Homeland Security and 

the National Security Agency.  

Contact Us! 

College of Engineering and Computing 

Nova Southeastern University 

3301 College Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

 

Main: 800-986-2247 

(954) 262-2000 

 

Student Services: 954-262-2031 

Dean’s Office: 954-262 –2035   

 

cecinfo@nova.edu  

www.cec.nova.edu  

 

Social Media 

Get access to the latest news, 

announcements, events and more by 

connecting with us on social media! 

 

Facebook 

Twitter 

LinkedIn  

 

mailto:cecinfo@nova.edu
http://www.cec.nova.edu
https://www.facebook.com/novaseucec/
https://twitter.com/NSU_CEC
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/112186

